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Course Description:

Official English Department Description:

This course is an introduction to the forms and strategies of writing and close reading in English studies. The course emphasizes the relationship between writing and disciplinary context, and such concepts as genre, audience, and evidence. This course is required of all English majors.

What this means for this class:

In this class we will explore the practice of writing in English studies.  There are a variety of ways we could go about this task; indeed, throughout the history of English studies, there have been a wide range of approaches to what it means to write in the discipline.  Thus while the goal of this class is to help English majors develop and situate their own writings, this cannot fully be done without addressing a range of theoretical questions about English, writing, and the university.  So, we are going to read about writing, write about writing, and write about reading about writing. .  .  

Over the course of the semester this class will help you develop your writing skills and learn to connect the process of writing to the practice of disciplinary knowledge.  To accomplish this goal, we will examine various theoretical frameworks that are at work within the discipline and focus on examining and developing writing in relation to these frameworks.  It is my hope that, in the end, you will not only improve your writing skills, but understand the criteria by which you are judging your writing as improved. 
Required Texts: (all texts available at Mary Jane’s 465-2238)

Writing Analytically- David Rosenwasser, Jill Stephen

The University in Ruins-Bill Readings

The Things They Carried-Tim O'Brien

An Introduction to Literature, Criticism and Theory-Andrew Bennett, Nicholas Royle

Course Requirements:

Participation and Attendance (20%):

This is a crucial part of class. Students are expected to come to class on time, prepared, having completed the assigned reading and writing, and ready to contribute their thoughts to class discussions, to listen seriously and respectfully to the thoughts of others, and to participate in all in-class group work and writing activities.  I strongly urge you to attend every class, as most of the work done in class is necessary for successful completion of the course.  Only three absences are permitted, and these should be used for illness or emergencies (i.e. this does not mean three absences plus absences for illness etc.).  Missing more than three classes will affect your grade.  More than five absences will result in failing the course. Arriving without a draft on any draft day also constitutes a cut, as does falling asleep in class.  If you need to miss class for religious reasons, please speak to me ahead of time.  Absences for religious purposes do not count against the permitted number (as long as prior notification is given).  Lateness is also unacceptable; if you arrive late to class you will be marked as absent.

As part of your class participation grade you will be required to post weekly discussion questions, and in some cases respond to your peers’ postings, on the class discussion forum.  These should not be simple yes/no questions, but rather questions that prompt further discussion.  More information regarding the discussion forum will be discussed in class.  The forum can be accessed at through the class website at www.outsidethetext.com.

Weekly Written Assignments (25%):

Because one of the primary purposes of this class is to develop students’ writing skills in the discipline of English studies, students will be assigned weekly writing assignments.  These will vary from week to week and will include short exercises, summaries and analysis of readings.

Papers (45%):

There will be three papers for this class: 4-5 pages, 6-7 pages, 8-10 pages. Each paper will require a draft, and revisions of that draft based on class and instructor feedback.  In order to pass this class, students must complete all papers, including all drafts. A student who is unable to meet a deadline for any reason must communicate this before the deadline to request an extension (“before” as in the day before, not ten minutes prior to class).  Lateness will result in a substantially lower grade. Although we will be working/re-working papers throughout the class, I am happy to provide feedback on papers in progress; however, I do ask that you provide a copy of the draft at least 24 hours prior to our meeting so that I have time to carefully look over the work.  Plagiarism is a serious academic offense and will result in an F for the assignment and can result in failing the class. More information about the requirements for the papers will be given when the paper is assigned.

Interview and Wikipedia Presentations (10%):

There will be two short presentations required of all students over the course of the semester.  One will require you to interview a faculty member about writing in the English Department and present finding to the class.  The second will involve editing, and producing Wikipedia entries.  More will be said about these assignments in class.

Grading:

This class is graded on the A-E scale.  Successful completion of this class is required of all English majors (Grade of C or better).

Technology:

Students are required to have an email address which they use for this class.  Additionally, many assignments will require that students access and post information via the WWW.  

Office Hours:

My office is located in HU 391. I have office hours every Tuesday and Thursday from 3:00 until 4:00; please feel free to stop by.  If those times do not work for you, talk to me after class, or email me, and we can find another time.  I am more than willing to spend time out of class to help you with the material.

A Final Note:

Should any aspect of class confuse/concern/trouble you, or if you have questions about any of this please see me.
Schedule of Readings

Jan.	24th 


	26th 





	31st 


Feb.	2nd 





	7th 


	9th 





	14th 


	16th 





	21st 


	23rd 





	28th 


Mar.	2nd 





	7th 


	9th 





	14th 


	16th 





	21st 


	23rd 





	28th 


	30th 





Apr.	4th 


	6th 





	11th 


	13th 





	18th 


	20th 





	25th 


	27th 





May 	2nd 


	4th 





	9th 











Intro


Writing Analytically Chp 4, Bennett/Royle Chp 2& 3 





University in Ruins Chp 1& 2, Bennett/Royle Chp 20 


Writing Analytically pp. 144-48 & Chp 1 





University in Ruins Chp 3-5 


Writing Analytically Chp 2 





University in Ruins Chp 6-8 


Writing Analytically Chp 3 Interview Write-Ups Due





Winter Break


Winter Break





Interview Presentations


Writing Analytically Chp 5 Draft One Due





University in Ruins Chp 9-12


Workshop Drafts 





The Things They Carried pp. 1-66


Writing Analytically Chp 6&7 Final One Due





The Things They Carried pp. 67-130


Bennett/Royle Chp 4,14,& 31 





A Very Long Engagement (Movie) Screening TBA


Writing Analytically Chp 8  Draft Two





Writing Analytically Chp 10 & 11


The Things They Carried pp. 131-80 Workshop Two





Spring Break


Spring Break





Writing Analytically Chp 12  Final Two 


The Things They Carried pp. 181-246





In Class Final Paper Workshop 


Writing Analytically Chp 14





Wikipedia Discussion Final Paper Plan Due


Wikipedia Presentations





Final Class


Final Papers Due Monday, May 15th by 10:00AM in my office




















